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Right Reverend Father in Cod. 


Lord Biſhop of Lincoln: 
And to the Reverend the 


Clergy of the Deaneries of 


Buckingham and New port. 


THRH1s 0 


DISCOURSE 


% Which is now made Public at Their 
Command and Defire ) 


b Hunbly Dzvicarey by 
Hit Dutiful Son, and 
Their Faithful Brother, 


Wan Wor rok. 
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And tbe Meek: that thou haſt beard * me 
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among many witneſſes, the ſame commit 
thou to faubful Men, who ſpall be able 
10 teach ot bert alfo. | 


HESE Words are Part of S. Paul's Apoſtoli- 
cal Charge to Timothy, when he Ordained and 

. \Contired lane Biſhop 2 the FE of 
Eobeſas. It y appears from them, that 
when ph Apoſtle Bia. him there, he propoſed to in- 
veſt him with 2 Power of Appointing other Paſtors, 
who might aſſiſt him in the Work of the Miniſtry, and 
who might in due; time A others alſo to ſucceed 


them in that Work; that ſo that Church which he had 


planted, might never want Teachers and Governors for 
the Time. to come. The Apoſtle had before put Timo- 
thy in Remembrance. of the Gift which was in him by the 
putting on of his OW N Hai Here now he is com- 
manded to uſe his on Aauboclty, and to commit the Co- 

el of Chriſt, i. ei the Truſt committed to him before, 


10 faithful Men, who might teach others, what they 


themſelves had been- taught. - 

It is for the ſake of theſe Inferences, which naturally | 
follow from the Text, that I have choſen theſe Words Nos; 2 
to ſpeak upon at this Time. The open Inſults which jy printed, 
have been Er. upon the Prieſthood of late from the entituled, 
Preſs (a), and upon the-whole Eccleſiaſtical Office and ?/*,p:5” 
Authority. as derived from God, call upon us to give an . 


_ of our Miſhon, and to lay. forth. our Credenti- e «/- 


A3 92 


00 Bier his; on Conſcience (29. Ibis, he ſays, the Magi 


VVVVTVVCVCCCT 15 js.ro.chuſ 
Eis 
It is not his Joining to Church yeſterda, that obliges hi 


day; but a can ant perſonal Liting : ibid. p. 23, 24. He e . to prove, p.23. 
4 ok the Law off of Nature, 70 oe 4 Man of any part of þis Pape z | 


IN to ſer the Clergy of the Church * ud a ſtarving, an 5 Bite —.— 
too; for chey may aſſure themſelves 


they have nothing to 22 but to Live morally; ; Aung olive, 
gion, which isbuile upon an ait different _ will qui 7 to . 


Mtn ee eee — — — 2 te <____ > 


"The A AG 2 "the Clergy _ 
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als; : that ſo we may ſatisfy our People, that we claim 


no more, than what the Word of God gives us a Right 
to challenge. ; 
And 2 it will be no hard to malte the Ti- 


tle. good to all the Powers. _ J Poles Wielt pat 
claimed in the Church of Er 8354 by its Clergy, if 


keep to the Scriptures as our Guldes this Matter: for 


them this New Aſſertor of the Rights of the 9 hriſtian 
Church has virtually thrown aſide, Y declaring that eve- 
. ry, Man is under an indifſ; e Obligation to pho God 
after, the Manner he thinks moſt agreeable to his Wil; and 
i at, Reli igious Matter, whatever, to follow the Dita 


Ze his ho Right © break in upon: Thar when Men haye 


 * Chwch, Choſen their own Religion, they may ſet apart whom 


they pleaſe to admoniſh and exhort them in what they 
at thar-time think to be their Duty: That even then, 


a they have made that Choice, they e 


in!ons as often as they pleaſe 7 i 


(o) «No thus' alter d d them 5 they are a ary tog e for, ' 
* Man's Or Maintain thoſe their 7 eachers , unleſs they © 


wt 2 their Opinions along with them. : (& Py That there is n0 


own Soul. 
ue im it e 


4 his own Church. The only ry to 


That it is agai 
the Maintenance of ſuch Opinions as uo ways contribute tg. the public G, but are, as be 


; Judges, prej uditial 4 his Sa ;Becau 20 2 Power: over perty of o 
8 ſuch. Account, coula give their Re re eee Power e 755 2 * 


Ves bad. 
People are injur d, when they are forced to labour and toil, not wh denn Bange bue 
for maintaining [/ uch Notions as the Public receives no Adapt 75 


at it is not High and Low-. Church, bur Chat 
anity it ſelf which this Author ſtrikes at. Let but the Peaple be * 5 ET tha 


can bind them any farther, than as they are willing to e bound; * — VL R 


ſuch 
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fuch thin 25 Power in the Church, but what is derived. 

ts nay, leſs thin in | any; Petty Cor. 8 

That the Ordaining © or Conſecrating | (a)Preface 
Men to 0 0 Service of God, is a ridiculous Piece of _ 
Mummery (e); and that all Church. Cenfures are Ty * 
rannieal and Unjuſt; 120 35,76. 
All this we have been nalitively' told of late; and 


that with the greateſt Aſſurance poſſible, and With an 


equal Petulancy and Indecency of Stile. Therefore 


ſince'S. Paul exhorted Timothy to be inſtant in ſeaſon, and 


oat _— * to admoniſb, 'rebuke, exhort, as O pportuni- 
ſerve; and ſince the fame Reaſon tor theſe 

as. of * will hold to the End of the World. 
which held then; namely, Becauſe Doctrines ſubvert- | 
ing the Chriſtian Religion may be taught and ſpread 
among Mankind; it is our Duty to oppoſe them when 
they are taught, and to lay open their pernicious Ten- | 
dency as plainly'as we can. | 
If we cannot prove our Commiſſion from above, we 
ought to be treated as Deceivers; but if we can, we are 
bond by the Laws of God not to betray our Truſt; 
which in truth is the Truſt and Advantage of the Peo- =: 
ple whom che Providence of God has committed to . 


- . p, * , — f 


In hy 8 to ſet this"whole Matter i in . W 
Light, I ſhall ſhew, I. That Morality and à good Con- 
ſcience are not ſufficient by the Chriſtian Inſtitution, to 


fave 2 Man, unleſs he poſitively embraces the Law of- 
Chriſt,” II. That Faith in Jeſus Chriſt without Baptiſm - 
is ot ſufficient to make Men Chriſtians. III. That 
Jeſus Cheift a 
1 be perpetual, te preach the Goſpel, to adminiſter 


ppointed a Prieſthood, which' he intended | 


x and-to- inflict Cenfures upon Offenders. 
48 ; IV. That. 


- 
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4 The Rights of ibe Clegg 


TV. That none but Eccleſiaſtical Officers ought ardina- 
rily to perform theſe Eccleſiaſtical Offices. V. That 
1 they have a Power to cenſure Offenders, which does not 
| +. originally proceed from the Licenſe, of the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate. -. And then laſt of all T ſhall prove, VT. That the 
great Objection which is brought againſt theſe Propoſi - 


tions, is of no weight. 


* "y 
12 
: 


I. That Morality and a Good Conſcience are not ſuf. 
ficient by the Chriſtian Inſtitution to fave a Man, unleg 
he poſitively embraces the Law of Chriſt. The whole 
Tenor of the New Teſtament runs this way. S. Peter 

(% Aas fays (F), There is no other Name under Heaven given 

oe 12. among Men, by which we muſt be ſaved. S. Jahn teaches 

(s) Jchn us (g), That Jeſus Chriſt was ſent into the World, that 
. 31. all Men might believe in him, and that believing, they 
| might have Life through his Name Could they have had 

Life otherwiſe, there had been no need of ſending him. 

| And when S. Paul ſay s, That Life and Immortality are 
Tim. revealed to Mankind in the Goſpel (H, it is plain, That 
I. 10. without the Goſpel Mankind could not have had Life 
and Immortality. The Few's that crucified our Bleſſed 
Ads Saviour, did it ignorantly (); they and their Rulers 
I. 17- were not aware of their putting the Lord of Glory to 
Death; a Zeal for the Law of Moſes, which was given 
their Anceſtors by God himſelf, urged them on to do 
what they did; yet they were Murderers for ſo doing, 
1 even when they believ'd they did God good Service: 
1 And they had periſhed in their Sin, and been puniſhed 
= | for it as Judas was, had they not repented and believ'd 
| | in Chriſt. - Cornelius was a juſt and a good Man, and is 
1 commended for ſuch by S. Late; yet this Juſtice and f 
1 this Goodneſs were not ſufficient to fave him; they only 
procured for him an immediate Call and Miracle, to in- 


duce 
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«obſerve, and has pro 


mn * e C burch aſſerted. | 
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2 — peter to preach 07h the Goſpel of Jeſus 32855 
Chriſt; ſo that he received it as 2 Reward of His emi: 
nent Virtues, that the Goſpel of Salvation' ſhould be 


preached particularly to Him. And therefore when 


= * Peter ſaid, Ck) That he perceived, God is no Reſpecter 95 . 
| of Perſons; lut that in every Nation he that feareth God, 


cd worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted with him; he only 
meant, that they ſhould have an Opportunity given 


them, if they had it not before, of Embracing, the 


Chriſtian Faith. 
But we are told, Fler: in Matters of Religion Mew. are 


till in à State of Nature, without any SOVEREIGN 
REPRESENTATIVE 2 determine for them, what 
they ſhall BELTEVE or PROFESS (1). God indeed is () pight 
not our Sovereign Repreſentative , but he is our Maker, 2 I 
and our Preſerver ; and as ſuch has a Right to give us church, 
what Laws he pleaſes, and to appoint whom he wills to P. 15. 


be his Officers to execute theſe Laws upon Earth. If 
we were indeed fuch Autocht hones, ſuch: Sons of the 


= as ſome fancy themſelves to be, then this 7 | 


2 uent upon ſuch a State of Nature 2 ht 
Colour. Bur the Fact is otherwiſe: has 5 


1 8 Right over us, as our Creator _ Preſerver, 


and purſuant nee has made a Declaration of his 
Will to Mankind, — them a Body of Laws to 


miſument, to 1 Obſervance and Neglect 
Laws: In all this, he has not once asked our Conſent: 


So that to argue from a State of Nature, when the 
Queſtion is concerning a Poſitive Law, enacted by a 


Being that has a competent and an indeſeaſible Right. to 
enact it, is irreligious; and to ſeem concerned ſor God's 
Honor, when we ſet aſide his Power and Authority, is 


to mock him, and ſo in our on Caſes we fliould direct- 
ly eſteem it. B | I. 


ed a Reward, and annexed a Pu- 
of theſe 


* 
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_ The Rights of the Clergy 


| If then our Religion was given us by God, and from 
13 him impoſed upon Mankind, without a previous Ask- 

ing of their Conſent; we can eaſily underſtand, that 

 _____  Whatſoever is proved to have been ſo given, muſt be 

|| ſiubmitted to; and the Neceſſity of ſuch Obedience do's 

| © no more depend upon our Will and Pleaſure, than the 

it Truth of any Propoſition in Mathematic's depends up- 

= on our right or wrong Conceptions about it. In a word, 

N it is not left to us whether we will believe or not: 

| The Apoſtles were charged with a Commiſſion, poſi- 

| tively to lay Life or Death before the Sons of Men; 

| and becauſe they themſelves would ſoon fail, they 

| — (m) ordained Elders in every Church, who were required 

| diele tO commit the Things which they had heard, to faithful Men, 

= - * pu who might teach others alſo. fi 


eus 1 A- | 
x AH, 


AetsxIV. II. That Faith without Baptiſm is not ſufficient to 
16 make Men Chriſtians. Baptiſm was underſtood by the 
Firſt Chriſtians to be a Fœderal Rite, whereby all that i 
were ſo initiated entred into Covenant with God, and 
obliged! themſelves to perform fuch Conditions as tze 
Las of that Covenant then and there preſcribed. ' So 
that could the World have been ſuppoſed to have been 
at Liberty before, they were then actually ty'd up ; and 
the State of Nature was as much broken by that ſubſe- 
S quent Obligation, as by any Original Contract into A 
which we can ever ſuppoſe a Body of Men to have en- 
tred for the Preſervation of Civil Society. The Apo- 
ſtles plainly ſaid this was Chriſt's laſt Order, and they 
declared that they were Witneſſes of his Aſcenſion into 
Heaven, after he had left them this Inſtruction: So that 
if the appointing this Poſitive Rite of Entry be an Eu- 
eroachment upon the Rights of Mankind, it is imputa- 
ble to the Apoſtles themſelves. | 
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5 f Jou in the name of Feſus Chriſt, and your Sins ſhall be for- 
gi ven you, and ye ſhall receive the Holy Ghoſl. So S. Phi- 


ſelves, or their Aſſiſtants, whereever they went. 


an actual Member of the Chriſtian Church. 


in the Chriſtian Church aſſerted. 7 


—_—— 


”—— — — 


Let us ſee now what was their Practice hereupon. 

S. Peter in his Sermon at the great Pentecoſt, when the 

H. Ghoſt was firſt poured out, converted 3000 Souls: 
They deſired to know what they ſhould do to be ſaved; 
(#) Repent, fay's S. Peter, and be baptized every one of fi 3 


lip, one of the VII Deacons, baptized all the Converts 
in Samaria (o); and ſo did all the Apoſtles by them- ( Ad: 


And indeed what our Saviour proleptically ſaid to N- 
codemus, plainly ſhew's that by his Inſtitution, Baptiſm 
by Water is ordinarily neceſſary to Salvation. We may 
farther obſerve, that where God did viſibly interpoſe in 
the Converſion of Men to Chriſtianity, where there 
neither was nor could be any Doubt of the Sincerity of 
their Faith, that even there the ordinary Means of Entry 


into the Church, were by Jeſus Chriſt's particular Order 


made uſe ot. | 
S. Paul's Converſion was the moſt miraculous of any 


Man's whatſoever, after Jeſus Chriſt aſcended up into 


Heaven : He was thrown down to the Ground by a 
Light from Heaven, and a Voice accompanying. that 
Light told him that Jeſus himſelf ſpake to him, and 


commanded him to go to Damaſcus, where he ſhould 


hear what he was to do (). When he came thither, (% As | 


Ananas a Diſciple then in that City, had a Viſion like- 285 0 


wiſe, commanding him to go and lay his Hands upon 
this future Apoſſle, and to baptize him. Ananias did 
ſo, and by Impoſition of Hands abfolved him from his 
former Sins ; conſequently whereunto he received his 
Sight, and then baptized him, conſtituting kim thereby 


B 2 The 


8 


8 


1 
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6 The next Inſtance recorded in the Alls, is: almoſt as: 
extraordinary. The Apoſtle of the Gentiles was juſt be. 


fore baptized, | and now the 5 Gentile was to be recei- 


ved into the Church. The Few's, if their Numbers be 
conſider'd, were an inconſiderable part of Mankind, for 
whom in General Chriſt died. Therefore ſince Jeſas 


Chriſt appeared among us as deſcended from that Nati- 
on, to whom part cularly the Oracles of God were en- 
truſted, and ſince they looked upon all Men as common 


and unclean. beſides themſelves, God miraculouſly let 


them ſee, that the Gentiles had a Title to the Goſpel- 


Promiſes as well as they. The firſt Heathen Convert 
Cornelius was choſen by God himſelf, upon the account 


of his eminent Piety, to be the Firft-Fruits of the Gen- 


tile World. He had a Viſion commanding him to ſend 
for S. Peter, and S. Peter had another to go to him. 
When S. Peter went, and whileſt he was Preaching, the 
Holy Ghoſt fell upon Cornelius and his Company; and 


thereby that which was the Reward of Beèlieving after 


6%) Acts 
X. 47. 


(r) Acts 


XVIII. 


247 25. 


(s) 1bid. 
V. 26. 


Baptiſm, was given them beforehand, to let S. Peter ſee 
that there could be no doubt concerning thoſe Men. 


How then did S. Peter proceed > He immediately asked, 
Whether it was reafonable to refuſe Water to thoſe Men 


who had received the Holy Ghoſt as well as himſelf and 


his Company : (9) And accordingly he baptized them. 


Apollos we find was mighty in the Scriptures, and was 
inſtructed in the Way of the Lord, (7) i. e. in the gene- 
ral Deſign of ſending the Meſſiah into the World: Yet 
becauſe he knew nothing beyond the Baptiſm of John, 
1. e. was baptized onely in the Name of the Meſſiah 
that was to come, (5) Agaila and Priſcilla took him and 
expounded to him the Way of God, i. e. the neceſſity of 
being initiated into the Church, in the Method which 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf had appointed. And that thus we 
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are to underſtand this Matter, appears from S. Pauls 

Practice in the fame Church of Fphefus, mentioned im- 

mediately after, Who cauſed all thoſe to be rebaptized 

in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, who had been baptized 

- 1 | W i» i 1495 Dtift ), thereby decl: 24 (:) Acts 

before onely with John's Baptifm (7), thereby declaring x1x 

hich 


that to be a neceſſary Sacrament (2), without which 5 
they were not to be looked upon as compleat Members (0 _ 
of the Church of Chriſt, © ads 


between 


the Baptiſm of John, and that of the Apoſtles after the Reſurrection, was, That 70h 


Baptized in the Name of the Meſſiah that was to come, (Act XIX. 3.) they in the. 
Name of Jeſus, who was the Meſſiah that was come already... © ; 


III. That Jeſus Chriſt appointed Eccleſiaſtical Offi- 
cers, whom he intended to be perpetual, to Preach the - 
Goſpel, to admit Men into the Church, and to-puniſh 
Offenders. Of this we have ſeveral Proofs. S. Mat- 
thew cloſes his Goſpel with it. Some time after his Re- 
ſurrection our Bleſſed Savior ſpeaks to the Eleven Diſei- 
ples thus: All Power is given to me in Heaven and Earth. 


Go Te therefore and teach all Nations, baptizing them in the © 


Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghoſt : Teaching them to obſerve all Things whatſoever I 

have commanded Tou And lo, I am with Jou to the End. 

of the World. (* £20; Ing guνẽ esc Ty AQ. Our Au- (* Matth. 
thor would make us believe, that this Zwl{acua ns Aw. XXVIII. 
A means no more; than that Jeſus Chriſt would be 6 
with his Apoſtles as long as they ſhould live and-preach - 
the Goſpel. () But the A, here denotes the Time of (7) Rg4s 
the Meſſiah, aſter which there is to be no farther Decla- Ace 
ration of the Will of God. Our Saviour therefore promi: Church, 


ſed he would be with them to the End of the World. P. 163. 
Then this Promiſe reaches the Succeſſors of the Apo- 


ſtles as well as themſelves. Teaching and Initiating by 
Bapt iim are here mention d; Diſcipline. upon Offenders 
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J ohn jg Added by S John, when he gives an Account of EY | 


2 a3. Matter. (z). 


The firſt Care of . or rather Aſſiſtants in 
the Church of Jeruſalem, which we find in the 4s, was 
when the Seven Deacons were appointed : They were 

| indiſputably the loweſt Order in the Church; yet there 
Ads the Church onely preſented, (a) the Apoſtles actually 


10 approved, and by Impoſition of Hands empower'd thoſe 


whom they ordained, not onely to act under them as 
Mu.'iniſters in taking Care of the Poor, but alſo to bap- 
( 9 Upon tize new Converts ; as we ſee S. _—_— afterwards did 


this 

calion, I at Samaria. (8) -- 

cannot | 

but take notice of à Vile For „Which has crept into very many Editions of the 
Engliſh Bible , eſpecially A the Be eginning of the late Rebellion. S. Luke tells us, 
Acts VI. I. That when the nimber of the Diſcipes 1 was multiplied, and there was a mur- 
muring of the Grecians againſt the Hebrews that the Apoſtles ſaid, Look ye out ſe- 
whom WE may appoint over this Buſineſs ; es u SM ow in 
many modern Editions, and even in ſome of Feld's beautiful Cambridge ones, inſtead 
of We, it is, whom Ye may appoint over this Buſineſs. This is a direct Corruption of the 


Text, and it is well known to what Purpoſes it ſerved, We ſee, what the Peoples 


Power was in appointing Eccleſiaſtical Officers: They propoſed ; the Apoſtles appro- 


ved and Ordained, and that, as the Text plainly ſhew's, without calling in wy _ 
Authority to make nar A valid beides ** own. 18 


Ifa any Man ever had a Celeſtial Miſſion to preach the 
Goſpel, it was S. Paul: So that he who declared him- 
ſelf to be an Apoſtle, not of Men, neither by Men, but 
immediately trom Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, needed not, one 

Vould think, any farther Deſignation by the Governors 
of the Church to ſet about that Work: And yet when 
he was ſent abroad to Preach the Goſpel with Barnabas, 

he was particularly ordained or conſecrated by the A 
ſtles. Before that indeed, S. Paul had publicly decla- 
red what wonderful Things God had wrought for him 
in his Converſion, and had diſputed with the unbelie- 
ving Few's, as any other private Chriſtian miglit do, 
con- 
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convincing them by his own" Experience "that Jeſts Wis 
the Chriſt : Yet ſtill he had no folemn Miſſion ;/ and 
therefore when the Holy Ghoſt commanded the Apo- 


ſtles to ſeparate Paul and Barnabas for the Work for 


which he had called them, they faſted and priy'd, and 
laid their Hands upon them, and ſent them forth. (c) (c) Acts 
S. Paul ordained Timothy by Impoſition of Hands, when II. 3. 
he made him Biſhop of Epheſus; and he ſent Titus into 
Crete on purpoſe to govern that Church; whom that he 


ordained likewiſe by Impoſition of Hands, we need not 


queſtion, ſince we have ſeen already that it was his con- 
{tant Practice, Yeplovey TIgenfvltpus x1 ex Nett, to or- 


7 .dain Elders by laying on of Hands in every Church. (4); © Aas 


It was one of his Advices to Timothy, to lay Han © and 23. 


uddainly-upon no Man, leaſt he ſhould be partaker of other 
ym 2 (e) i. e. Not to receive Offenders 4 ſoon G T. 
into the Church by Abſolution, leaſt thoſe Sins forgiven 
by the Church, whileſt unrepented of by the Offender, 
ſhould be laid to his Door. He was conſtituted Governor 
of that Church by S. Paul, and the Power of governing 
that Church, and of performing all Acts of Juriſdiction 
there, is committed to him alone by the Apoſtle. He - 
is reminded of his own Ordination, which tho in the 
Firſt Epiſtle the Apoſtſè mentions as done by the laying 

on of the Hands of the Presbytery; yet in his Second Epi- 
tle, which was the laſt he ever wrote, leaſt 7imetby or 
the Epheſſans ſhould make a Miſtake, he is reminded of 
the Gift which was in him by Impoſition of the Apoſtles own (f) ser 
Hands. () From which, as alſo from S. 1gnatius's Epi- Tim. IV. 
ſtles, we learn, That tho the Governors of the Church — 
performed no Acts of Authority without their Presby- Tim. Is. 
ters, yet the Presbyters were preſent as Witneſſes onely, 
not as Fellow-Judges, | 


From 
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From cheſe ,Inſtances,, and theſe too, not the onely 


ones which might be urged out of the New Teſtament, 
it appears, chat when the Apoſtles founded Churches 
they appoipted Officers of their own to Baptize, Preach, 
Ordain aid Cenſure: They acted as Magiſtrates, and 
appointed Magiſtrates after them to do the ſame. They 
had no Notion of a State of Nature, wherein the Peo- 
ple were to chooſe their own Religion: They deglared 
it as from God, and exacted Poſitive Obedience to its 
Commands in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, who declared 
. himſelf to be the Head of his own Church, and in pur- 
ſuance of that Headſhip left it in his Life-time as his laſt 
Inſttection with his Apoſtles, To teach Mankind to do al 
things whatſor ver he himſelf had commanded. 1 


| ZB 8A 1. {6 IV. That none but Eccleſiaſtical Officers cth perform 
= '- - theſe Fecleſiaſtical Offices. The Fact may be plainly 
. proved by S. Luke, and the moſt Ancient Writers in the 


: Chriſtian Church : And when we-are ſure of the Pra- 
FEY i i we may. very juſtly argue from that to the Right. 


NTT 
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It has been already ſhew'd, that the firſt Chriſtian 


= | Churches were planted and ſettled by the Apoſtles and 
their Miniſters, whom they ſent forth by virtue of an 
3 Authority given them by Jeſus Chriſt, and not by vir- 
tue of any Law of Nature empowering Men to chuſe 
their own Religion, and to appoint what Miniſters they _ 
pleaſed to preach it to them. We ſee S. Peter com- 
manded the firſt Converts at the great Pentecoſt to be 
baptized. S. Philip one of the VII Deacons baptized at 
Samaria. S. Peter's Aſſiſtants baptized Cornelius and his 
Company. S. Paul cauſed the Ephefians who were bap- 
tized into Johns Baptiſm, to be baptized over again in 
the Name of the Lord Jefus. S. Peter exerciſed Acts of 
Juriſdiction upon Ananias, Sapphira, and Simon Fi. N 
wi | Paul 
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in the Chriſtian Church aſſerted. | 12 ; 
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ly, 7 S. Paul delivered the Inceſtuous Corinthian over to Sa- 
ut, tan, and afterwards forgave him, and by virtue of that 
es, >? Forgiveneſs: ratified that Abſolution which the Church 
hy. of Corinth had pronounced before. S. Paul by his own 
na Authority ordained Elders, i. e. Governors whereever he 
&y © preached; and empower'd Timothy and 7itus to do the 
like; and this too is faid to be done without the leaſt 
ed hint gf communicating their Authority with the Preſ- 
its buytery, and much leſs of receiving it from the People. 
ed, This is all poſitive and plain. We find alſo by the ear- 


1. lieſt Writers of the Church, that theſe Acts of Juriſdi- 
aſt ciion were all executed ſolely by Eccleſiaſtical Hands. 
all |} We find the Body of the Faithful no where pretending 
to a Power of performing any of theſe Acts in Oppoli- 
tion to thoſe who had been appointed by the Apoſtles 
m or their Succeſlors as Overſeers of the Church; which 
ly ſmew's that they did not think they had any ſuch 
I . 
1 There is but one Inſtance of Baptizing that can with 
any Colour be alledged to the contrary ; and that is the 
"I Caſe of Ananias who baptized S. Paul. But then, if he 


1 A is barely called a. Diſciple, Marlin, by S. Luke, it ought 
an to be proved that he was not ordained, which is impoſ- 
ſible, before any Argument can be drawn from what he 
aſe I did. And beſides, as Interpreters do generally agree that 


be vas ordained, fo there was a very Ancient Tradiri- 
on that he was one of the LXX Diſciples ; which if 


be true puts the Matter out of Controverſy ; and it is cer- 
an  % tain that its Truth can never be diſproved. Now where 
** practice is clear on one ſide, a · Negative Argument orr - i 
7 the other ſide is of no force. Nay, ſince God thought a 5 


of ft not to go out of the common Road in the Ceremony 

* of Initiation in this miraculous Caſe, we cannot reaſo- 

_- =. nably ſuppoſe that he would go out of that Road in the 
| HE Choice 
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14 | The Rights of the Clergy 
Choice of the Perſon who was to perform this Cere- 

mony. . 
S. Paul s Deſign in his Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus 
was to give ſtanding Directions to Governors of Churches 
in all future Ages. Now ſince all theſe Directions center 
in theſe Eccleſiaſtical Officers who were certainly or- 
dained: Since Timothy particularly was commanded to 
tranſmit that Doctrine which he had received from 
g. Paul to Men that would teach it to the next Genera: 
tion: And ſince he himſelf was ſet apart for that pur- 
poſe by Impoſition of Hands; can we think 77mothy 
was not to take the fame Method afterwards 2 What 
ſhould lead us to judge otherwiſe 2 Eſpecially ſince we 
know the Practice of the moſt Ancient Ages was agree- 

able hereunto. | Ae 

To tell us that Corruptions early crept into the 
Church, that ſtrange and erroneous Traditions may be 
traced as early as the Apoſtolical Times, is nothing to 
the purpoſe. Men are more liable to be miſtaken in Spe- 
culative Notions , than in Matters of Practice. How 
the Apoſtles conſtituted the firſt Churches, all the Faith- 
ful could know and ſee ; and they were conſequently 
better Judges in things of that ſort, and could ſooner © 
diſcern any Innovations there, than when they were 
taught to exſpect a viſible Millennium, and to look for 
the coming and reigning of Jeſus Chriſt upon the Earth 
before the general Reſurrection. | r 
In ſhort, General and Negative Way's of Reaſoning 
are not concluſive againſt Poſitive Matters of Fact; and 
until Evidences againſt this Propoſition can be brought 
of equal Strength with the Arguments for it, we are 
bound to acquieſce in it, and to eſteem it true. 


V. The 
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Sins ye retain, they are retained. (g) 


in the Chriſtian Church aſſerted, 
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= "The Fifth Thing which I propoſed to ſpeak "My is 


That the Officers of the Church have a Power to Cen- 
ſure Offenders, which does not originally proceed from 
the. Licenſe of the Civil Magiſtrate. When our Savi- 
our was to leave his Diſciples, he told them, 1/ho/e- 
ſoever Sins ye remit, they are remitted ; and whoſeſoever 


r 


This Power he had (%) Joh 


promiſed before in Matthew XVIII, when he acquainted XX. 23. 


His Diſciples by way of Parable, of the great Deſire of 


God that. none that mould receive the Goſpel of Chriſt 
ſhould ever periſh ; and alſo inſtructed them in the Me- 


thod in which they were to proceed with Offenders, 


( which very Method S. Paul commands 7imothy to fol- 
low.) Aſter which he ſubjoins theſe Words, Whatſoever 
Te. ſball bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven ; and what- 
ſoever Te ſhall looſe on Earth, ſhall be looſed in Heaven. 


* - Words which can be rationally underſtood of nothing 

but the Exerciſe of Acts of Authority and Juriſdiction. 
But we are told, that this was peculiar to the Apoſtles, 

and was to laſt no longer than they lived; that the 
had Power to inflict Diſeaſes, and even Death it elt 


upon Offenders, and ſo could execute their own Senten- 
ces themſelves in ſuch a manner as would be effectually 
felt. True: But will not this prove, that Preaching 
and Baptizing are Temporary Inſtitutions likewiſe, be- 
cauſe all miraculous Powers have long ſince ceaſed 2 When 
the Apoſtles were ſent to execute both thoſe parts of 
their Office, our Bleſſed Saviour promiſed that he would 


be with them to the End of the World. So S. Matthew 


has it. S. John, whoſe Deſign it expreſly was to fill up 


What the other Evangeliſts omitted in their Accounts of 


the Speeches and Actions of Jeſus Chriſt, and who rare- 
ly for that Reaſon repeats what they ſay, mentions one- 
ly what related to the Authority of puniſhing and par- 

| G3 doning 


tit. 
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doning of Offenders. And S. John's Silence may as well 
conclude againſt S. Matthew, as S. Matthew's Silence con- 
clude againſt S. Fohn. 3 = 
But farther ; Is not Government” in its own Nature 
equally neceſſary at one time as at another? Can it ſub- 
ſiſt without a Power of animadverting upon Offenders? 
Qui. vult Finem wult- Media, is a Maxime founded upon 
eternal Reaſon, and therefore will certainly hold here. 
The. Primitive Church was CCC Years without the 
Protection of the Civil Magiſtrate : Moſt of that Time 
it was actually perſecuted : The Remainder it was bare- 
ly connived at, and the mildeft Emperors were at moſt. 
but like Gallo, (who was an Officer under one of the 
gentleſt of them) Men that cared for none of thoſe Things. 
Shall we fay then, that the Governors of the Church. 
could not lawfully exerciſe a Power over its own Mem- 
bers whileſt it was in that Condition, when we ſee that 
S. Paul directed Timothy how he ſhould proceed in ſuch. 
Caſes? Or becauſe Men are not ſtricken with Death by 
a word ſpeaking, like Auanias and Sapphira, or with 
Blindneſs, like the Sorcerer Zlymas, nor afflicted with 
ſore Diſeaſes, as thoſe were whom the Apoſtles deliver- 
ed over to Satan, therefore there can be no Puniſhment? 
And when our Saviour told his Apoſtles three ſeveral 
Times when upon Earth, that the ( «pright ) Sentence 
given by the proper Officer below, ſhould be ratified 
above, did not he certainly know his own Mind, eſpe- 
cially in a Matter entirely in his own Power? And if 
fo, what have we to do to contradict it: Are theſe 
things to be found in Scripture, or are they not? Tf 
they are, why ſhould we be unwilling to receive this, 


any more than the other Commandments of Jeſus . 
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In tile Chriſtian Church aſſerted. 


| We ſee therefore the Neceſſity which thoſe who caſt 


ell. 
on- off all Church- Power are under, to make Religion only 
3 + Human Inſtitution ; a voluntary Agreement which 
ure Men enter into juſt as they ſee good, to ſerve God their 
b. own Way. But the Bible teaches us other Things. 
2 here we ſee, that Jeſus Chriſt preſcribed a Poſitive 
on Law); that he appointed particular Men to teach it, and 
re. to govern thoſe that obey it; and that it is not left to 
he the pleaſure of Men, whether they will ſubmit to it, or 
ne not. | | 
ay When the Roman Empire became Chriſtian, this Pow- - 
oft. er was not broke in upon: Eccleſiaſtical Officers alone 
he preached, adminiſtred Sacraments, and performed Acts 
gs. of Juriſdiction. The Civil Magiſtrate then indeed be- 
ch. coming Head of the Church, and Obedience to him 
m- being alſo expreſly commanded by the Law of Chriſt, 
lat he had a Right to concern himſelf in the Affairs of the 
ch. Church; the ſame Right which the Jewiſh Kings had 
by in the Fewi/þ Church: They made Regulations con- 
th cerning the Temple-Service ; they put in, and turned 
th out H. Prieſts ; they claimed a Power of proceeding a- 
N gainſt Offenders of the Prieſtly Order capitally, if they 
* deſerved it: In ſhort, they were truly and properly Su- 


al preme Governors, under God, of that Church. But (ö) See. 
they periormed no Sacerdotal- Acts in their own Per- the Caſe 


4 1 ſons 3 they offer d no Sacr ifices; they made no Atone- _ 
e. ments, nor did they burn-Incenſe (h). ==>. 


if jp The ſame Things hold with us. The Articles of our XVI. 


16,.—22. 


72 Religion declare, That nothing in Doctrine or Diſci- 
Ir * pline ought to be ordained, contrary to the written 
is, „Word of God: (1) That they are to be accurſed, ©, 


% 
us that preſume to ſay, that every Man ſhall be faved 
| © by the Law or Se& which he profeſſeth; ſo that he 
2 - frames his Like according to that Law, and the Light 

A . add - 5 4 . 
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« of Nature; and that becauſe the Scriptures ſet out ; 
only to us the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, whereby Men 
GW) Art. © muſt be ſaved : C), That no Man has a Power to 
a e preach, or to Adminiſter thè Sacraments, but he that 
c jg thereunto lawfiilly called, and ſent: That thoſe 
e are lawfully called, M ho are choſen and called by Men 
-« who. have public Authority to call and ſend Miniſters 
( Art. © into the Lord's Vineyard. (7) And that thoſe that 
XXIII. are Excommunicated by open Denuntiation of the 
„ Church, ouglit to be avoided, till they are received 
£5: into the Church by the Judge that hath Authority 
Vt thereunto (). All theſe Articles have had the 
| Civil Sanction; not becauſe they were not otherwiſe 
true and binding, but-becauſe the Supreme Civil Pow- 
ers thought it their Duty to declare, That they would 
by their Authority add Weight to thoſe Doctrines and 
Practiſes, which otherwiſe might have had much leſs 
Force with perverſe and obſtinate Men, who would 
have deſpiſed and vilified the mere Law's of the Church. 
That Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction ought to be under the 
Regulation of the Civil Magiſtrate, in a Chriſtian 
Country, is certain : And yet it is not in the Power of 
the Civil Magiſtrate at the ſame time to take it quite a- 
way. So that ſhould he either apoſtatize from Chriſti- 
anity, or directly perſecute the Church of God, it 
would then have equal Power to inflict Cenſures Eccle- 
. /- - _Faſtical, without conſulting him, as it had before the 
Iime of Conſtantine the Great. l 


nb ( ;aVLT come now to the main Argument, which this | 
New Aﬀſertor of the Rights of the Chriſtian Church brings 

. againſt what has been ſaid; and that is, The Abſurdity 

ef two Independent Powers in one State at the ſame Time : 
Aud here I may venture to ſay, that the long of 


. 
w__ 


in the Cbriſtian Church aſſerted. 
; Argu ments, which he produces from the Nature of 
”* Government to ſtrengthen his Aſſertion, is nothing to 


to the purpoſe. The Power of the Church in a Chriſtian | 
State, is not independent upon the Civil Magiſtrate , tho”: 


— — 
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oſe it is derived from a higher Original. It is only to be ex- 
len erciſed in Matters of its own Juriſdiction; 7. e. in Caſes 
ers of manifeſt and flagrant Violation of the Law's of Chriſt.- 
hat When it meddles out of that Sphere, or when in that 
the it weakens the Magiſtrate's Hands in the Execution of 
ved his Duty, its Cenſures are null: But in all Caſes where 
ny there is a manifeſt Violation of the Law's of Chriſt, 
the that very Violation is an Trhury likewiſe to the Civil 
"rife Power; unleſs it be in the ſingle Caſe of denying of 
W- 37 TJefus Chriſt; which when it is enjoin'd by the Civil Pow - 
uld er, that Injunction ought not to be obey'd.- In that Caſe 
and no Act of Parliament can oblige; and whereever the 
_ | Authority of the Civil Magiſtrate ceafes ; the Church 
u 


has a Right to exerciſe its own Juriſdiction, without a- 
en. ny Dependance upon the Civil Magiſtrate. 

Since therefore Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction cam ordina⸗ 
1am rily be exerciſed under Chriſtian Princes, in no Caſes 


of f but ſuch as ſtrengthen the Princes Power ; if it is deri- 
-4- ved from a higher Authority than his own, ſo much the 
ſtt- better: His Power is ſtrengthned, when Men are taught 


it to obey, not barely for Wrath, but alfo for Confcience 


cle- fake. And if the Power. of the Church has ſufficient 
the Authority from a Divine Commiſſion, nothing which 
” Man can fay, can break it; and if it has not, it is not 

in the Power of Man to give it. | 

his In one word; Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction in a Chriſti- 

ngs an State, 1s, as to its Limits, and the Caſes and Perſons 

ry upon which it is to be exerciſed, under the Care of the 

* Civil Government. As to the Perſons that are to exer- 
0 


Liſe it, the Magiſtrate has nothing to do to alter them. 
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20 The Kights of the Clergy 
He is indeed actually Head of the Church: He is im- 
mediately reſponſible to God for its Well-being, and ob- 
liged to take care of it. Upon that Score it is, that he 
has a Right to Limit the Exerciſe of the Juriſdiction of 
the Church, When he has no Power to take it quite a- 
way, or to put the Execution of it into other Hands. 
Tf then, as I faid juſt now, he apoſtatizes, or perſecutes 
the Church; it is then where it was at firſt, and has 
equal Power over its own Members, that it had before 
Conſtantine s Time; and by ſuch Revolt or Perſecution, 
he is juſtly to be ſuppoſed to throw himſelf out of it, 


that belongs to it. 


This I take to be a true, tho! ſhort Account of this 
Matter. The Time will not give me leave to enlarge 


only therefore crave your Patience to conſider along 
with me, to what pernicious Purpoſes the Principles of 


the Clergy of the Church of England is. Ps 
If your Teachers came to you with cunningly deviſed 
Fables, or as S. Paul ſpeaks, with the cunning craftineſs of 
thoſe that lye in wait to deceive, yet even then to teach 
Men that Religion is juſt what they will make it them- 
ſelves, and that bare Immorality, and open Blaſphemy 
; would let in even thoſe Vices, which it pretends to pu- 
Church, niſh. Nothing in its Nature can oblige the Conſcience, 
P. 12. hut a thorough Perſuaſion that God diſſikes and there- 
fore will puniſh, or approves and therefore will reward. 
And nothing can ſhake ſuch a Perſuaſon more effectual- 
ly, than a Declaration that Men may and ought-to have 
Liberty of chooſing their own Religion as they pleaſe. 


and to take no farther Care of it, or of any Thing elſe. 


upon it às much as the Subject would bear: I ſhall 


this Author tend; and how palpably unjuſt, and, at 
= this time too, how Seditious this furious Aſſault upon 


(%) Reher againſt God, are the only 'putiſhable Things (1); 
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Toleration of Chriſtians that differ from us is one Thing, 


and ſuch a Declaration ( which our Diſexting Brethren: 


would abhor as much as we) is another. And I am 
verily perſuaded, that all the Conſcientious Diſſenters in 
England would be heartily forry that the Liberty of ex- 


- ercifing their own Worthip, which the Law ailow's them, 

(and which whatſoever deſigning Men may infinuate, 

we are very far from repining at,) ſhould accidentally 

> be a Means of but weakning the Belief, that Faith in 
* Teſus Chriſt is abſolutely neceſiary to Salvation. 


Our Author through a great part of his Writings "Os: 


1 tificially confounds the Uſurpations of Popery with the 


Proceedings of the Clergy of our Church that are au- 


thorized by Law. This is not fair. And that our Prieſts 


muſt be expoſed to Scorn, for what the Popiſh Prieſts 
did before the Reformation, is unjuſt. What have our 
Prieſts to do with what is or has been done in the 


Church of Rome > Beſides, what ſhall we ſay of the firſt 


Reformers abroad 2 Were not Luther, Zuinglius, Bucer, 
and innumerable others among them Prieſts 2 And a- 
mong our ſelves, were not Cranmer, Latimer, Ridley, Far- 
rar, Philpot, Rogers, and in a manner all our firſt Re- 


formers, Prieſts > Or did they loſe that Character af- 


ter they oppoſed the Church of Rome? All the Spiri- 
tual part of the Reformation, which conſiſted in open- 
3, and in making them ſenſible of the 
Weight of that Yoak under which they and their An- 
ceſtors had been ſo long. enſlaved, was performed by 


Prieſts: And without them, the neceſſity of what the 


Civil Magiſtrate did, would never have been ſufficiently 
wderftoody 7 tO IJ 
And farther, if in our Times any Men have for By- | 
Ends of their own carried the Power of the Church 
too far; Is what they ſay a Law? Ought the OR | 


* 


2 * - K — 
a - C 42 * 6 - — _ — = = — 
- nz S pr nonmgnIg | * > 4 2 O — — 
— — - — — : — w am —— IS a> — — — = _— . 
_ * — — - = 
8 " — 
7 — — — — ED = — — * 
a - - i _ — 1 — — * - 
— = . . L — 5 — —— — — — ——— * — = 
= —c =4 - Is. 4 - — =; — aa = — 3 — " n _ 3 — 
292 — 2 7 — — 2 — en £4 ls i ot - _ — po. 2 — 2 — — 
— A. — ” ö 5 8 — 1 4 
a * 2 hs rote brag wn wn Af xg. Ford gow 2 _ 
- - r PS! - 


i — 
— —— 

— —— — 
* — . ——— co, 


— — — _ === — RR - = 
> = —_— = - — — — „ — I 2 _ 9.” | 
3 * : — 2 2 — — A = — — — * * * — Be. = ws _—_— — 
= - — — — — * 8 — — — — 
8 5 0 — — — 3 — — — —— 
* A — — = — — - 
—— — — d — * 0 - 
2 4 2 4 * — - = =" . 4 K _— Dy ae 1 
*. p- . an > — 8 _— ne * —_— — = 9 my % . — 
- 2 = - . A — - 
— — > — — — S un — — — - 
— 4 . =. 
— A 4 — * — 
* - - 2 6 . wy F 4 2 E — 5 e 
— T7 oy — _ * — v X Sn. 1 4 


N — : — * . 9 * — q R h 8 . — 
_ * 8 e A <P — : q — — 
— — ³m ⁵ . a HY IE. : r * 7 " 1 
— - - 2 9＋93ꝙ⁵ * * — * — i 
* 


— — 
— 
* a VO tne — — — EK _—____— — — 


3 


1 —— ALES 2 
— 8 — . U — 444 ee — 2 
3 Mitre ks 
. 
* 


—— er — ůumↄ es > ani TS no — — 


The Kights of 


(e) Rights 
5 of the 
Chriſtian 
Church, 

p. 214. 


| ſuffer for the Miſcarriages of particular Men ? Is that 
thought juſt in other Caſes? Beſides, have not others, 


and they as Eminent Men of their own Order, taken as 
much Pains either in aſſerting Public Liberty, or in do- 


ing Juſtice to the Supremacy of the Civil Magiſtrate in 
Matters Eccleſiaſtical, and in ſetting it in a true Light: 
And is our nice Enquirer into Ancient Canons and Mo- 
dern Claims, ignorant of all this ? 


Again, Do the Clergy of the Eſtabliſht Church claim 
any thing in Temporal Matters, or in the Method of 
exerciſing their Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, more than 
what the Law's allow them? Do they force the Laity 
to contribute any thing more towards their Maintenance, 
than what the Repreſentatives of theſe yery Laity or of 
their Anceſtors, have given them a Right to claim? That 


their Maintenance, God be praiſed, is ſettled by the 


Law's, ſeems to be one of our Author's greateſt Grie- 


vances, who tells us, That nothing is found more effeftual 
to keep e Prieſt within ſome Bounds , than the 


appreben on of having a Staff and a Pair of Shoo's laid at 
his Door. (o It is that which under God go's a very 


great way to keep up Religion among us, becauſe that | 


1s a certain Encouragement for good and able Men to 
betake themſelves to that Employment. 
It is a wonderful Thing -that juſt now too, Books of 


this kind, which would be thought to complement the 
Government, ſhould be ſent abroad, The Queen and 
the Two Houſes of Parliament have thought it neceſſary 


to quiet the Minds of the People, by declaring that the 
Church is not in Danger, and ( which is a neceſſary 
Conſequence of that Declaration ) that they will take 
all pollible Care to leave it ſafe to Poſterity. We receive 


that Declaration with great Thankfulneſs; and we 
mould think our ſelves very ill Subjects ſhould we doubt 


of 
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of the Sincerity and Zeal of Her Majeſty, and of the 
Two Houſes of Parliament in this matter. We cannot 
therefore but think all Diſcourſes of this kind to be Se- 
ditious as well as Unchriſtian, and tending only to en- 
flame and exaſperate the Minds of thoſe whom our Go- 


vernors have graciouſly declared, and that more than 


once very lately, that they will protect and defend. 
And whileſt Her Majeſty, like a true Mother of all Her 


People, . exhorts them with all poſſible Warmth and 


Earneſtneſs to live at Peace and Amity with one ano- 
ther, what can more effectually undermine and deſtroy 


all Her Pious Endeavours, than ſuch kind of Inſinuati- 


ons as theſe 2 = 

But, God be thanked, we live under a Queen under 
whom we cannot be afraid of any evil Influence that 
ſuch ſort of Principles as theſe can have upon Mankind. 
Her Majeſty know's that the Clergy of this Church 
will teach Her People nothing, but what will tend to 
ſtrengthen Her Hands. She Know's that we heartily 


— 


take part in thoſe wonderful and i which 


have attended Her whole Reign. She 
ſincere Friends to the Proteſtant Intereſt, and to the 
Cauſe of Public Liberty: We gladly therefore leave 
our Concerns in Her Majeſty's Hands; and as long as 
we claim no Spiritual Authority, for which we have not 
the Warrant of the Word of God, nor any Temporal 
Privileges in which the Authority of the Law's of Eng. 


land will not juſtify us, we queſtion not but we ſhall 


find a Powerful Protection againſt all our Enemy's. 
But to Cod the Father, GQc, | 


. 


ow's us to be 
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